‘Miss Bess’ and ‘Miss Edith’ — Fuunders of Wl]llamsports Froebel Kmdergamm

In September 1895,
‘Elizabeth Gaus and
-Hnma%ﬂfaugkn two
recent Williamsport Hij
School graduates, esta
lished a private kinder-

in rented rooms on

‘est Fourth Strect. Their

ung wormen was based

time, Bess Gaus, or “Miss
Bess”™ as she was called by
her mﬂznu. was BB
years old; her youngor sis-
ter Edith Caroline Gaus,
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At left is 426 Center St., the location of the

Froebel Kindergarten. Above is a sign that was

retrieved from the kindergarten when it closed.

Photo courtesy of the Lycoming County
Soclety.

Historical

on the educational teach- sent their children to : ; :
ings of renowned German Miss Bess and  Miss Mguetmnmhhamimﬂm A mml{mﬂ?mﬂa pub-
educator fedrich  Edith, Among the farni- old before we accept his  Review noted n
Froebel, and the school lies that enrolled three for our waiting list.” 'I{mde
simply was called “The penerations of students in T Mior Bt wm
Froebel Kinde b the kinde n Were - 4 in Wi mﬁnmﬁ_

Sicty-five yeara later, the W. Van Person fami- ! ; aﬁm e muc:giramsmetl i, mmm n'mt"
in June 1961, the last ly, the George Foreman dren’s names on the wait- business is not known, Burrows Bubb, Mu
le::el Kindergarten family and the George . g ; g ing list. “We finally had to byt may have had George S. Masnell ‘acd
class “graduated” and the Lamade family. requests make the rule,” Bess help from the community

closed. By that kin s £y ot ke el Cana i Bt o S s s (See ‘MISS', Page E-3)

(From Page E-1)
Mrs. J. Walton Bowman.
these women helped with the
lishment of the school, which the

d::famnlﬁwmwmﬂad‘weﬁ

The kindergarten was succeasful
right from the start, but Gaus and
Beugler always were trying to
mﬁﬁt&dﬁhﬂmhgw

wanmdndtrmmngour»
recalled Bess Gaus in a
Sun-Guettﬂ article, “so0 Harriet
and I went to school for kinder-
garten courses. One of us would
am,yherewhﬂe&mntbm'wasntm]-
" Beugler enrolled in Miss
Fa.m'ue Smith's School in
rt,Cou.um:ut. Gaus
Temple Coll
mn Normal Sﬂhxlfmn
graduating wi
class of 1888,

Friedrich Froebel
Friedrich Froebel was the inven-

mroflﬁndnrgaﬂmmmamht-

eral terms — he coined the word,

urg, Germany, in 1837.
Froebel was one of the first to rec-

Py e
ineluded colored balls of yarn, geo-
mrh:bmldmghh:hmdpattm

::mﬂa et edot s

] toys,

are still available today.
“Because he recopnized that edu-

cation begins in infancy,

saw mm as the ideal first

“Women, he believed, were heet-
suited E nurture childre? and
became the Himﬂnm teach-
ers) for his schools.” The website
goes on to provide what is a very

‘Radmm n of the Gaus sisters:
lﬁnt%:maﬂm&admh-
tious, igent women, who
received advanced educations

edu and

developed businesses of their owrn.”

Froebel's theories inspired
Maria Montessori and other
childhood educators, as well as

luminaries as the architect Frank

Lloyd Wright and the artist Paul

Klee. Karen Woland Payne, retired

director of the Children's Learning
Center at Penn College, was sur-
prls-edm]mnabout : Gaus sis-

about
as the father of the kindergarten,
but I nover knew that there wos a

Froobel Kindergarten right here in

(Gaus sisters
Elizabeth Gaus was born in Lock
Haven in 1874; her sister Edith
Cm““G?ﬁ mﬂﬁ. Their Fam
John Gaus, ermigrated
Germany and was a bag
the Pennsylvania an
Their mother, Parmelia
AL gl e Shlec kil Mo, Faes
sister
the girls and their parents lived in
Eolly Wilhamspor at 496 Ganter
rt, ak nter
St. In 1932, after their ts had
died, the Gaus home the

gite of the Froebel Kindergarten.
The Gaus sisters never wanted a

letters from for-
mer students and a memory book
with the names of all the former
students,

Edith and Beth Gaus werre
active in local organizations
ﬁwthm.r&ﬁm.sthaym \'nnthg
Brotherhood  Award {ly
National Conference of Clmshs.nﬂ
and Jews. Edith Gaus was on the
board of the Home of the
Friendless/Williamsport Home and

of City Mission's

Boys' Ind School. The sisters
were membew of Pine Street
United Methodist Church and
taught classes there. They had to
have been active, too,
because on July, 27, 1911, the Sun-
Gazette reported that the sisters
werepartnhg:wpol‘ﬁvewomn
who “left vesterday to walk to
Eagles Mere. They expect to reach

PHOTOS PROVIDED
Above are photos that ran with a story in the Sun-Gazette cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of the Froebel Kindergarten. At top is
the Gaus anniversary and above is the Gaus first class.

the Lake of the Eagles’ sometime
today. They will retum by train.”

Kmderﬁwn closes
E time the Froebel
i closed in June 1961,

the Wiliamsport public schools had

begun to offer kindergarten classes,
The Kane Republican published a
on the of the school in

its June 5, 1961 issue, saying “In its
the Froebel

dny | Kindergarten was

Pa\roredh:.rﬂmuh’sgmhjrl{aw
of the prominent townsmen gath-
ered for a little farewell party and
there was many a fond and wistful
tale of bygone days when the city
was the hub of the thrivi
central  Pennsylvania
industry.” The article lamented the
breaking of another link with the

past.

Bess Gaus died in 1967, six
years after retiring; Edith died in
1971. Both sisters spent their last
ﬁ?ﬁ at Sycamore Manor and are

jed in Wildwood Cemetery.
Their home, the site of the Froebel
Kinde n, still stands on
Center inspiring fond child-
hood memories among many
Willinmsport men and women.

Sieminski 15 a retired librarian
and manager of the Lyeoming
County Women’s  History
Collection. Her column is published
the second Sunday of each month
and she can be reached at lewhe
manager@ymail.com,
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