Mattie E. Clark:

‘A phzlanthropw legacy

A hanfspn{ Sun -Cx
Jan. g, 201

\Nzi!zamopoﬁ

The “Williamsport-Women” series, which
appears the second Sunday of each month, is
| entering its fourth year. Columnist Janet
Hurlbert and I are often asked how we find
- women and women’s organizations to write about

and whether we will run out of subjects. Our
answer is “no,” we won't run out. Each time we
research the extensive online resources in the
Lycoming County Women’s History Collection
(www.lycoming.eduw/orgs/lewhc), we come across
more women who pique our curiosity. Who was
Mrs. So and So? What did she do? What motivat-
ed her? What can we discover and share about
her? The histories become interwoven and create
a rich tapestry of life in Williamsport in the late
19th and early 20th centuries.

Such was the case with Martha Almina
Smith, who became Mrs. Timothy S. Clark but
preferred to be called Mattie. Her name first

‘came to my attention when I was reading about
the capital campaign to fund a new building for
Williamsport’s Young Women’s Christian
Association. The campaign was ultimately suc-
cessful, thanks to the widow Mrs. T. S. Clark,
who made a gift of $50,000 in May 1927.

Looking back further in the YWCA archives, we
noticed that Mattie Clark had been a charter
member in 1%%3 and gerved on the board for
ﬁﬁﬁsgmfrm SR pned Claxc , Collection; and the Clark

Once a name comes to my attention, I see it~ == home, 907 W. Fourth St,
more and more places. The scrapbooks of The /7 iMOTIY S <LARK from the collection of the

+  Lycoming County
§ Historical Society.

PHOTOS PROVIDED
Pictured from top to bot-
tom, the Clark Mausoleum
at Wildwood Cemetery
from the collection of the
Lycoming County
Genealogical Society; a
1927 photograph of Mattie
Clark from the Lycoming
County Women’s History

(See WILLIAMSPORT, Page E-3)







