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A community of women celebrate Christmas: 1900-1925

by KLA JANET

By JANET McNEIL

HURLBERT
Sun-Gazette
Correspondent

The women of
Williamsport observed

many Christmas tradi-
tions during the first
of the 20th centu-
ry. The kick-off to the
Christmas season was the
ing of the greens at
the YWCA Although
many parties were hosted
by various groups at the
YW, the true meaning of
the hohiday was not for-
gotten. Volunteers pre-
pared gift baskets for
needy families as well a:i
putting on a program an
taking presents to the
Home for Aged Colored
Women.

Women were avid con-
sumers of information
about Christmas. The
Clio Club always offered
December  educational
programs for its mem-
bers, such as “Myths and
Legends of Christmas
Time™ or “Christmas
Customs in  Other
Countries.”

In  December the
women's section of the
newspaper was filled with
articles on Christmas tra-
ditions and safety tiﬁ;.
m with recipes

cake, sand farts,
and nut bread. A column
called “People as They
Pass” shared information
about residents and their
holiday plans and holiday
travels.

The newspaper also
itic]uded reminders ﬁ:o;i’];mt

e appropriate to
serve for the holidays.
Even in years when the
local paper was filled with
articles about World War
I, there would be entries
such as “Your Christmas
dinner will be incomplete
without Manzanilla oli
and pascal celery.”

Diekinson Seminary

At the school on the
hill, the co-educational
Dickinson Seminary (now
Lycoming College} pre-
sented an annual
Christmas program,
which featured wyoung

women in the voeal

department orming
singing in a chorus. The
women would also enjoy a
YWCA candlelight serv-
ice on campus, singing
hymns and listening to
Christmas stories and a
holiday message. Still, the
students were always
happy to leave campus at
that time of year. As an
article in the school paper
in December 1901 pro-
claimed, “Our hard work,
OUr WOITY, DUr examina-
tions will be over ... Fling
all school-carea and wor-
ries to the winds.”

State Indusirial

Home for Women

The residents of the
cottages at the State
Industrial Home for
Women in Munecy, a refor-

choir outfitted in white
dresses that they had
made themselves, The
“clever” women (as they
were called in an undated
newspaper article found
in a scrapbook from the
Home) created costumes
for Mary and Joseph out
of bathrobes, sheets and
tinsel. Althougsh the
women received presents
from home, local churches
and the YW, the lessons
they were taught were on
giving and the true mean-
ing of the holiday. The
women made gifts for
each member of the staff
and celebrated Christmas
Day with a big dinner and
a religious service.

A season of generosity

Many local organiza-
tions g the Home
for the Friendless, a resi-
dence for homeless
women and children,
especially older women.
At Christmas, the ladies
received flowers from the
YW, and all the residents
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were entertained by vari-
ous school and church
groups. Board members
paid special visits to the
women and later received
Eﬁ,” () m
their  “loving mfts”
according to an undated
pews article in a Home for
the Friendless scrapbock.
Another article stated,
“Friends in town seem to
B kg Chiieig o
in 80
bright and jovous that
words can hardly do jus-
tice.” The article went on
to describe a beautiful
tree in the assembly
room, with pglittering
ornaments and a platform
undpﬂmmeath wi&h mysteri-
ous g and sweeta.
In 1912, a Helen Hoyt
column on the women's
age of the Sun-Gazette
m&mﬂ&d on “Christmas as
for ‘Spugs.’ " It gave
many examples of how lit-
tle, inexpensive gifts and
kindnesses could brighten
the lives of those not usu-
ally remembered during
the season, such as the
“girl who is forced to live
at a boarding house.”
(“Spugs” is a word that
came into fashion that
year to refer to those who
spent too lavishly on
Christmas gifts. It stood
for the Society for the
Prevention of Useless
Giving, which : fought
against giving indiscrimi-
nately at Christmas
rather than unselfighly
realizing the true needs of
people.)

The commercial side
of Christmas
In 1911, another Helen

Hoyt column was devoted
to men's shopping for

§
% ]

oyt newspaper column in the Sun-

women the day before
Christmas. “The mascu-
line element will be shop-
ping in full force today.
Superior as men are in
al wisdom and intel-
ﬁﬂ?ﬁrca they fall down
very flatly when it comes
to s ing ... the desper-
ation mm a man's face
when he is shopping is
pitiable.”
Ads such as the one
from Sh Dry Goods
Co at 108-110 W. Fourth

spliced heels and rein-
reed garter tops, some
with violet edges. These
could be had at 35 cents
apiece or three for $1.00,
oS R e
Shoppers L
“most women need hand-
bags.”

In a diary dated 1911,
Winifred Maynard, a
prominent Williamsport
fe‘i:ident, wrote, h“T :l]:?;

ays 80 sorry when the
holidays are over for I do
so love Christmas All
December is one mad
rush of preparation and

then it is all over so soon.”

Much of the informa-
tion quoted in this article
is available in the
Lycoming County
Women's * History
e mpon e

thp: Jycoming

orgs/lewhe.

Sieminski is a retired
librarian and of
the Lycoming County
Women's History
Collection. Hurlbert is a
Professor Emeritos of
Library Services at
Lycoming College. Their
column fs pub'igted the
second Sunday of each
month and the author can
be reached at lewheman-

ager@gmail.com.



