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Dr. June E.

South Wi]]iamsport
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creates commumty
]

By JANET McNEIL HURLEERT
Special to the Sun-Gazette

A

lifelong resident of South
Williamsport, June E.
Baskin (1921 — 2007)
was a talented artist, a
revered educator and left a lasting
impact in the community.
stablished in 1986, a gallery

bears Baskin's name and features
student art at the Williamsport Area
School Distriet Service Center.

In her honor, the Dr. June E.
Baskin Art Camp, funded by one of
her former students in 2006, is held
annually for young artiats in
Lyeoming County. The week focuses
on a different medium each summer,
with teachers volunteering their
time and art supplies purchased for

each student through the endow-
ment.

Early years

Baskin was the dauchter of
Harry and Winona Baskin. The cen-
sus tells us that her father was a
streetear operator at one time. Her
mother was employed for many
years at the Noll Funeral Home. As
an active member of Christ
Episcopal Church, Winona was
noted for making church vestments
and Liturgical needleworl.

Census records also indicate that
Baskin and her two sisters grew up
at 502 Main St., a home that had
been in the family since 1888 and
would remain Baskin's permanent
address for all of her life.

Baskin did, however, spend sever-
al years away from South
Williamsport, She graduated from
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Baskin

Career
Bazkin once more departed from
South Williamsport while serving in

the Special Services of the United

States Army of Occupation, spend-

ing two years in Germany in the
19505. On Aug. 14, 1956, accord-
ing to a Wlllls.mspurt Sun-
(Gazette interview, Baskin
deseribed her administrative
position as a field eraft director,
training instructors to teach in
the craft shops and photo labs of
the Special Services program.
She also supen‘i:ed an automo-
tive shop.

Baskin sailed on the ship
General Roze, and she took
pleasure in traveljng through
western Europe during her
appointment, finding time to
sketch, paint and take photo-
graphs,

The Army men, with whom
she worked, were “comrades

now that they have recovered
from the shock of having a
feminine supervisor.”

(See SOUTH, Page E-2)

PHOTOS PROVIDED
June E. Baskin graduated
from Kutztown State

Teachers College in 1949.
The caption under her year-
book picture shows her
nickname was “Junie” and
she was described as
“understanding” and
“inspiring.” This picture
was provided from the
archives at Kutztown
University, at top. June E.
Baskin, lifelong resident
of South Williamsport,
was an extraordinary cal-
ligrapher and was noted
for her original Christmas
cards. This card is from
Kay Huffman’'s private
collection.
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Baskin's local profes-
sional eareer lasted over
35 years and included
teaching at Stevens
Junior High School and
Cochran Flementary
School before her appoint-
ment as supervisor of art
for the Williamsport Area
School District. Az super-
vizor, she was instrumen-
tal in designing the art
facilities for the new
Williamsport Area High
School instructional stu-
dios, developing and
implementing a compre-
hensive K-12 art curricu-
lum, encouraging art
teachers to pursue their
own creative talents and
establishing a workshop
g0 teachers could make
instructional aids for their
classrooms.

She also developed a
handwriting avstem
called “functional italic”
that built on manuscript
writing and was taught
in the primary grades for
many vears L0 nerease
the legibility of students’
handwriting.

According to the South
Williamsport Area
Historical Collection web-
gite, the Dixic BBQ, a
popular “hotspot,” uzed
to remind residents that
D, June Baskin started
her working days as a
Dixie car hop. In 1945,
ghe was emploved as a
teacher at the Costello

Nursery, a daycare cen-
ter on Camphbell Street
that opened to accommo-
date women working in
wartime occupations.

Community member

The frequent appear-
ance of Baskin's name in
the local newspaper was
evidence of her wide-
ranging involvement. in
community activities.
There were talks on chil-
dren’s and religious arts
tor organizations, worl
a3 an adwvisor to the
Stevens school magazine,
preparation of posters for
the AAUW Holly Trail,
design of scenery for
school plays and service
on the dedication com-
miltes for the new high
school.

Articles mentioned her
memberships in the
Williamsport Music Club,
St Mary's Guild for
Christ Episcopal Church,
American Aszociation of
University Women,
Pennsylvania Guild of
Craftsmen and Society of
Scribes and IHluminators,
There were also congrat-
ulatory pieces on her
many honors: American
Asgociation of Univeraity
Women's Woman of the
Year, Pennsylvania State
University Distinguished
Alumnus and awards
from the American
Institute of Graphic Arts,
{o name a few,

Daughters of the
American

Revolution

Baskin was a member
of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.
She filled different roles
with the organization,
gerving in the position of
regent from 1995 to
1998. During this time,
the local DAR chapter
celebrated its centennial,
and Baskin was recog-
nized for her bookbinding
contributions, both for
the preservation of the
chapter's scrapbooks and
for the restoration of
genealogical and histori-
cal reference books
housed in the James V.
Brown Library. Baskin
received the Sons of the

as
Medal for giving of her-
self significantly to her
loeal community. :

Life as an artist

Baskin was an
extraordinary calligraph-
er. She was noted for her
original Christmas cards,
which were treasured by
the recipients. In one
mailing, she included
this statement: “For the
past 25 years I have
researched the Holy Ikon
of Byzantium, Each year
at Christmas-time it has
given me so much pleas-
ure to share with you a

significant part of this
quest in celebration of
the season.”

A definition of an art-
ful life is one that's filled
with art you consume,
art you create and art
that touches hearts.
Baskin's life was all
three. She shares her
resting place in
Wildwood Cemetery with
her parents. On her sim-
ple tombstone is the
grave marker for the
Daughters of the
American Revolution, an
organization dear to her.
The marker is a mmng
wheel surrounde
stars representing the 13
American coloniea and is
placed on graves to per-
petuate the memory and
spirit of those who have
gone before. Certainly, in
our community, Baskin's
spirit lives on.

~ Lycoming County
Women, by Mary
Sieminski and Janet
Hurlbert, is a monthly
mJumn ublished on the

S?unday of each

munrh in the
Williamsport Sun-
Gazette’s Lifestyle sec-
tion and iz part of the
Lycoming County
Women's Hisiory Profect.
Sieminski is the former
director of Pennsylvania
College of T bchnafagy
Library. Hurlbert i
Professor Emeritus of
Library Services at
Lyveoming College,

PHOTO PROVIDED
Baskin was a community member involved in
many organizations. This picture of Baskin was
provided by the Lycoming County Historical
Society.



